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Dear EFCLIN Community 
 
None of us had ever 
experienced what is 
happening in the world 
right now - a pandemic 
that has brought the 
economy and life to a 
complete standstill for 
several weeks, with all its 
consequences. Some 
countries have put 
together generous aid 
packages, others less so. 
Everyone had to accept 
social distancing and 
strong hygiene measures. 
 
Our 47th EFCLIN 
Congress and Exhibition 
was also a victim of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Big 
events were simply 

 47th EFCLIN Congress and Exhibition 
rescheduled – what does that mean for 
you and EFCLIN? 
 
In mid-March, the Board members and the Executive Director had 
to inform all exhibitors, conference visitors and suppliers that the 
congress in April could not be held due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The governments of various European countries had issued a 
complete ban on events. At that point in time, it became clear to all 
those involved that economic and social life would come to a 
complete standstill, which generated a great shock and a great deal 
of uncertainty. Central Europe had not experienced such a situation 
for well over 100 years. The legal situation was completely unclear. 
Nobody could and still cannot foresee how long this peculiar 
situation will last and what else is to come. 
 
Now there is some clarity on the horizon and EFCLIN can 
communicate to its members, exhibitors and conference visitors the 
following:  
The 47th EFCLIN Congress and Exhibition has been 
rescheduled to next year, from 15th - 17th April, 2021 at the 
same location, the Hotel Titanic Chaussee, Berlin. 
All exhibitors have been offered to transfer their exhibition booking 
to this next EFCLIN date, or to get the exhibition fee for 2020 
refunded, if already paid. 
 
All participants were also offered a refund of the registration fee. 
Many thanks to MCI in Amsterdam who will handle this part. 
All speakers were asked whether they would be available again for 
2021. 
 
All conference participants and members were offered the MDR 
workshops as webinars free of charge. The webinars took place on 
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forbidden, borders were 
closed, travel bans were 
imposed. Nobody knew 
how to handle this. The 
legal situation was unclear 
in many levels. Each state 
issued its own rules and 
measures. Suppliers put 
forward their demands, 
visitors and exhibitors 
wanted their conference 
fees refunded. EFCLIN 
was threatened with the 
biggest financial loss ever 
written.  
 
In mid-March, the 
Executive Board decided 
to reschedule the 
Congress and Exhibition. 
A new date had to be 
found with the hotel. Now 
the board and I can 
confirm to you today that 
the 48th EFCLIN 
Congress and 
Exhibition has been 
rescheduled to 15th - 
17th April, 2021 in 
Berlin at the Titanic Hotel 
Chaussee. As always, the 
board of directors will 
make every effort to 
provide an attractive 
lecture program. A social 
program for 
accompanying persons 
will also be offered again. 
 
We all hope for a good 
"back to business" 
gathering, many 
participants and 
exhibitors, networking 
opportunities and long-
awaited face to face 

April 23rd and 24th, 2020. Streaming of the webinars and the Q&A 
session are available in the member area of the EFCLIN website. 
 
For EFCLIN, this situation will leave a big hole in the cash flow. It is 
not yet clear what demands will have to be met by the various 
suppliers. Negotiations have been and are being conducted 
continuously. 
 
For the first time in the history of EFCLIN the AGM was conducted 
by mail. The minutes with the voting results will be sent to the 
members shortly. 
 
Now the Board and the ED started to work out the rescheduled 
congress. Follow us on www.efclin.com and wait for more 
information. 
 
EFCLIN may still have to comply with a hygiene concept in April 
2021. The board and management very much hope that the EFCLIN 
community will carry on, that you will all come back, present good 
ideas and do good business. 
 

 
See Beyond 2021 
  
The hotel for the next Congress and Exhibition will 
be the Titanic Chaussee Hotel, Berlin  
 

Our venue in Berlin is 
the Titanic Chaussee 
Hotel. It is located in 
the heart of Berlin close 
to main train station 
and just a few minutes 
from the modern art 
museum Hamburger 
Bahnhof. The hotel puts 
you right on the edge of 
Berlin’s most creative 
neighborhood 

Hackescher Markt full of vibrant culture, cutting-edge 
architecture, fabulous food, intense parties and tangible history. 
Just a stroll away the area between Hackescher Markt and 
Torstrasse are buzzing with pure lifestyle fabulous boutiques and 
great art galleries. You will feel most comfortable there. 

http://www.efclin.com/
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contact with the EFCLIN 
community. 
Those who attended the 
EFCLIN congress and 
exhibition in 2014 might 
remember the spirit of 
Berlin – the right place to 
see beyond 2021. 
Booking platform for 
exhibitors will be open, 
follow this link. 
 
There will be more 
communication over the 
coming weeks and 
months but in the 
meantime, I wish you and 
your business a speedy 
recovery and I hope that 
you will make time to visit 
Berlin next year. 15th – 
17th April, 2021 are the 
dates for your calendar. 
Please make sure you 
don’t miss it! 
 
Cordially 
 

 
 
Marion Beeler, 
Executive Director 
EFCLIN 
 
 
 
Many thanks to all 
companies who signed in 
as exhibitors or sponsor 
to Berlin 2020. 
 
Thanks to our Platinum 
sponsors 
 

 

  

EFCLIN offers special rates for congress accommodation. Please 
wait for the special booking platform of the hotel. 

48th EFCLIN Congress & Exhibition which will take place 
from the 15th – 17th April, 2021 in Berlin, Germany. 

Exhibitor platform for booking booths is already open for 
exhibitors . 

Further details will be featured in the “Congress” section of the 
EFCLIN website over the coming weeks and months. 
 

Call for Award Nomination 

EFCLIN awards are made to those individuals who have 
demonstrated a dedication and commitment far beyond what 
might normally be expected. In short, award winners are those 
who have made a “special” contribution. Such contributions may 
have been of a technical nature, relating to product or process 
design, the development of an instrument or maybe a novel 

technique solving a 
common problem. 

If you know someone 
who fits this 
description and is 
deserving of 
recognition, please 
nominate them here.  
In 2019 John Smith-
Ruddick received an 

EFCLIN Laureate from EFCLIN president Armin Duddek. 
 

https://www.efclin.com/?page_id=167
https://www.efclin.com/?page_id=167
https://www.efclin.com/?page_id=182
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Thanks to our Gold 
sponsors 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

News 

MDR Workshop once again at EFCLIN in Berlin 
 
Following from the success and demand of the last couple of years, 
EFCLIN will offer again the Saturday morning session with lectures 
on MDR and opportunity for questions. A representative of a 
notified body has already confirmed their presence. This is definitely 
a session not to miss!  
 
 
Welcome Reception  
 
The traditional welcome reception on Thursday will change its 
format to 2 and ½ hours (from 5 - 7.30 pm). This will mean 
extended exhibiting hours and offer everyone the opportunity to 
socialize elsewhere after 7.30pm. A variety of nibbles will be 
offered. For those interested in sponsoring this reception, your 
offers will be warmly welcomed.  
Today there are no offers for an official Sponsors Dinner this time. If 
you would like to organize or offer a Sponsors Dinner, please let the 
ED know. 
 
 
Golf Tournament 
 
Golfer and EFCLIN president Armin Duddek is willing to coordinate 
a golf tournament in Berlin. All golfers who would like to join in 
please contact Armin directly via armin@efclin.com. 
 

Get prepared for the new MDR – European 
Commission publishes a Series of Fact Sheets 

Luckily due to the Corona pandemic the EU Commission 
postponed the MDR to May 2021. But May 2021 will be here 
soon. The European Commission has published information 
sheets addressed to manufacturers to help transitioning from the 
Medical Device Directive MDD to the Medical Device Regulation 
MDR. Find the documents here.  

The topics that the Euromcontact Regulatory Affairs Group RAFG 
is currently working on are mainly boric acid, e-IFU, UDI, 
Eudamed. EFCLIN delegates Martina Halsall and Nicky Soubry are 
actively involved in this group. EFCLIN members can get involved 

mailto:armin@efclin.com
https://euromcontact.org/2018/08/06/get-prepared-mdr-european-commission-publishes-series-factsheets/
http://www.efclin.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Logo-B+L-Boston-Materials-4c-Kopie-e1453219346548.jpg
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Thanks to our Silver 
Sponsors 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Thanks to our Bronze 
sponsors 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

in the Quality Group, contact Chair Martina Halsall, 
martina@efclin.com 
 
 
Euromcontact worked out several Infographics on 
Contact Lenses and COVID-19 

EUROMCONTACT publishes on its website some infographics on 
COVID-19 and contact lens questions. They provide them all in 
different languages. Support your customers with helpful 
information. 
Please have look at https://euromcontact.org/ to find the details 
or address yourself to info@euromcontact.eu for more questions. 
As EFCLIN is a member of Euromcontact, EFCLIN members can 
benefit from this. 
 
 
                                                    Thanks to our other  
                                                    sponsors 
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